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4 September 2017  

With the celebration of Father’s Day yesterday, winter is now officially behind us and we 
welcome spring and, shortly, the end of term 3. I hope all fathers in our community of schools 
enjoyed the love and attention of their families yesterday.  

As is often the case, the final weeks of term seem to gain momentum in terms of busyness and 
work to be done. I often look at this phenomena as a sign of the dynamic nature of the work 
in which we are engaged. Nothing stands still! 

Since I last wrote, the "Identity Matters" series was launched at an event hosted by the 
Australian Catholic University. “Identity Matters” is a song writing and music video project 
involving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students from across Queensland dioceses 
reflecting on the theme: “Identity, and what it means to be a young Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander Australian.” Over three days students worked with Josh Arnold - musician, 
songwriter, music producer, and filmmaker – of Small Town Culture to collaboratively write 
lyrics, perform and film their song.  

Student participation in the Brisbane Archdiocese's project was coordinated by members of 
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education team and was partly filmed at Ngutana-Lui.  

The production is the embodiment of Brisbane Catholic Education’s Molum Sabe strategy. 
These young people articulate our belief that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 
fully engage and thrive as learners when spirituality, histories, and cultures are honoured and 
valued. The Brisbane production is entitled 'Our Connection to the Land' and can be viewed 
here. Our contribution joined those of other Queensland dioceses in a celebration of culture 
and identity, sharing in the creative gifts of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young 
people. The Rockhampton Diocese produced Feel the Fire, Toowoomba produced Two Worlds 
and Cairns, The Spirits are Calling. Congratulations to all involved in this project. 

At the recent Leadership Forum, the Tom Fitzsimon Award, an annual peer nominated 
professional learning award sponsored by the Brisbane Archdiocesan Catholic Primary 
Principals Association, was 
presented to Maryanne Riley, 
Principal of St Joseph’s School 
Corinda. Maryanne was 
recognised for her 
outstanding leadership, 
management and support of 
and teaching and learning in 
her school shown through her 
motivation, enthusiasm, 
innovation and creativity. The 
Award was named in honour 
of Tom Fitzsimon, a former 
Assistant Director of Catholic 
Education, and was presented by his wife Margaret (pictured above with Maryanne, myself 
and members of Tom’s family.) Congratulations Maryanne. 
 
In the past two weeks, I enjoyed visits to Unity College Caloundra and St Augustine’s School 
Currumbin Waters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection 
 
 
Knowledge is power. 
Information is 
liberating.  
Education is the 
premise of progress, 
in every society, in 
every family. 
 
Former UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av3SeQpn37o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av3SeQpn37o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4e54HKlBDx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Slvd0OYD2_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7krhV36LEOw
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At Unity College, I enjoyed time at their 
CommUnity Co-op, a multipurpose training 
platform allowing the inclusion of local 
business’, College endeavours and learner 
entrepreneurial-ship reflecting local and 
international business, hospitality, retail and 
tourism expectations.  I enjoyed a great coffee 
there.  
 
I arrived at St Augustine’s School not long after 
their Book Week parade, and while not able to 
take part, I did enjoy a photograph of Principal 
Warren Fields and staff dressed as characters 
from Alice in Wonderland. The Book Week 
parade at St. A’s is the stuff of legend. 
 
On a more serious note, this week is Child 
Protection Week. A designated week in which 
to remind ourselves that child protection is 
everyone's business. The responsibility lies 
with each of us in keeping children safe from 
harm. All members of society need to play a 
part in ensuring children are nurtured and 
safe. Last week several senior staff were 
fortunate enough to hear Father Hans Zollner 

SJ, Head of the Institute of Psychology at the Gregorian University in Rome, Centre for the 
Protection of Minors, and member of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors. 
The latter was established in 2013 with the intent of devising initiatives for protecting minors 
and vulnerable adults, in order that everything possible is done to ensure that crimes of the 
past will no longer repeated in the Church.  The Child Protection Week website has resources 
which may be of use this week. This year’s theme is Stronger Communities, Safer Children. 
 
World Suicide Prevention Day on September 10th is an international awareness day observed 
each year to provide a focus for commitment and action to prevent suicide. It must be 
emphasised that World Suicide Prevention Day is about managing risk and avoiding harm. 
 
Suicidal behaviour is both complex and frightening.  The impact of a youth suicide is 
devastating to family, friends, and the whole community. 1 in 6 high school students have 
thoughts about suicide. 9% of high school students have made a suicide plan in the past 12 
months and 1 in 11 have made an attempt. Approximately, for every 5 young persons who 
died by suicide, one had made a previous suicide attempt, and more than a third had 
communicated their suicide intent in the previous 12 months. 
 

 Being aware of the risk of suicide in children and adolescents provides an opportunity to 
reduce the rate of suicide across all ages. Strategies can be established that mitigate risk, 
support a student to ask for and receive assistance, and manage risk factors like confusing 
or intense emotions. These are lifelong skills that students can carry with them as they 
develop. If we can understand the factors that increase risk in student’s, but also build 
resilience and support help-seeking behaviour, we may just reduce the rates of suicide 
and self-harm in children, adolescents, and young adults. 

 
 Aiming for early intervention with children and adolescents who may be at increased risk 

is critical. Identification of students who are disengaged or at risk of disengaging from 
school is important as this poses a risk factor for a range of difficulties in the later  

http://childprotectionweek.org.au/about/
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 years.  Maximising the social and emotional outcomes for students by providing engaging, 

safe and supportive learning environments is a priority for all school staff and Brisbane 
Catholic Education. 

 
From August 21 to 25, all BCE Guidance Counsellors participated in a one-day intensive 
training in the LifeLines Suicide Prevention and Intervention Initiative. Lifelines is a 
comprehensive suicide-awareness and responsiveness program for schools. BCE Guidance 
Counsellors are in the ideal position to educate staff, parents and students to prevent child 
and adolescent suicide and related problems. Unlike other mental health programs for schools, 
Lifelines’ focus on suicide prevention is broader, emphasising mental wellness rather than 
mental illness. The signature of Lifelines is the establishment of a “competent community” 
where all members can identify the signs of suicide risk and know how to respond. The one-
day training for Guidance Counsellors is designed to enable them to go back to their school 
and assist them to develop and implement critical elements of the of Lifelines. 

 
If you would like further information please contact the Guidance Counsellor in your school. 
Resources and information are also available on the BCE KWeb in the Wellbeing area. 

 
Student Success 
Congratulations to Lachlan Bland (Assisi Catholic College) and Eric Slattery (Emmaus College) 
for being the state winners for Year 9 in the National History Competition.  Well done to their 
teachers too.  A great effort by all. 
 
At the 2017 Queensland Training Awards on Friday night, St Columban’s College Caboolture 
was named Small Training Provider of the Year. This is a wonderful recognition of St 
Columban’s dedication to providing excellent vocational educational opportunities to its 
students. Congratulations to all involved at St Columban’s College. 
 
This Week 
This week I will be visiting schools in the north of the Archdiocese. After a listening forum at St 
Mary’s College Maryborough today I will visit St Mary’s Primary School. Tomorrow I look 
forward to visiting St Joseph’s School Childers and Xavier College Hervey Bay. Best wishes to 
Principals Madonna Sleba and Micheal O’Sullivan for blessing and opening ceremonies at 
Mater Dei School Ashgrove West and St Joseph’s School Kangaroo Point (respectively) on 
Wednesday and Friday this week.  
 
Best wishes to organisers and delegates of the Primary Senior Leaders Conference at the Gold 
Coast at the end of the week. I look forward to joining you on Thursday evening. On Friday, I 
will join a number of principals in Sydney as the Journey to 2020 Plenary Council opening 
conversation begins. Next week I look forward to visiting St Mary’s College Ipswich and St 
Joseph’s School North Ipswich and enjoying the 25 Anniversary Choral Festival at Sacred Heart 
School Booval. 
 
Please remember in your prayers this week, the family and friends of Mrs Sharon Ryan, a long-
term staff member of St Bernard’s School Upper Mt Gravatt who passed away after a 
prolonged illness last week. We remember too the school community as they mourn their 
colleague. May Sharon rest in peace. 
 
My best wishes to you all as the September break inches ever closer. 
Pam 

https://kweb.bne.catholic.edu.au/LandT/LearningTeaching/Welbeing/Pages/default.aspx

